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INCONCLUSIVECASE FOR U.F.O.

UFOs OVER ,THE SOUTH-

ERN HEMISPHERE.By
Michael Hervey. Robert

Reviewer:

FRANK CRANSTON

JUSTas men longgazedat
the birdsand wondered

whyit wasthatman,the
greatestand most

intelligent

of allthe
creatures,couldnot

free,himselfof his earth

bound environmentother
men lookedout beyondthe
moonand ponderedthe pos-
sibilitythat somewhereout
therein all that darkness

therejustmightbe another

beingas
intelligent

as him-
self.

Thesky,of
course,

is no long-

er for the birdsalthough curious-

ly enoughthe latestdimension

in
aviation,

the hangglider,is
the closestman has yet cometo
the realthingand it

post-dated

the various inventions
of flight

perse.
Not quiteso wellachieved

is
that othergreatdreamthat man
mightone day quite firmly estab-

lishthatthereare otherbeings

outthereandthatit is notin-
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conceivable

that they have a
beadyeyeon whatto us is the
ideal habitat.

Thereare many
thousands

who
claimto have seen

"something"

whichthey attributeas being
probablyof

extra-terrestrial

origin. Thereare as manyof
course,who disbelievebecause,

they,likeme, haveneverseen
one of "them!'.

Mr Herveyhas
collected

to-
gethera greatdealof

informa-

tion whichwill convincethose
who wantto believe,leaveun-
perturbedthose determinednot
to believe untiltheyhaveseen
for

themselves,

and quiteprob-
ablynot convinceor

unconvince

the rest,dependingon their
approach.

But let us takeone of Mr
Hervey'scasesas an example.He
reports,quite

accurately,

that on
July15, 1965,a numberof
peopleat Canberra airport, in-
cludingthe airportmanager,Mr
ArthurLindemanand two TAA
pilots,reportedseeingan object
north-eastof the airport.

Unfortunately

he reportsalso
that the RAAF sent an aircraft

out to try to
identify

the object

"but it
disappeared beforeit

couldreachit". The RAAF did
not send an

aeroplane.

And he doesnot reportthat
withina few daysof the

sighting

the mysteriousobjectwas ascer-
tainedto havebeenin all prob-

abilitya metallicobservation
balloonof a new typewhichhad
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balloonof a new typewhichhad
earlierbeen releasedat Wagga.

Mr Hervey'sbook is studded

with just such incidents,although

whetheras firmlybasedas the
Canberrareportwouldtake many
monthsto establish.

Over the yearsthe RAAF,
throughthe officeof the

Director

of Air Force.
Intelligence,

has
kept quitedetailedrecordsof
UFO

sightings reported
to it. Be-

tweenJanuary, 1960,and Decem-

ber, 1973,it received815 such
reports.

RAAF
investigations

put down
90 per centof the

sightings

to
aircraft,space debris,weather
balloons, stars, planetsor simi-
lar.Sevenper centof the reports

containedinsufficientinformation

for propperevaluation, leaving3
per cent not readilyexplicable.

The UnitedKingdomAir

Ministry, whichhas the respon-

sibilityover Britishair space,
attributes

90 per centof its sight-

ingsto
explicablecausesand the

other10 percentit saysit can
not explainbecauseof insuffi-

cient information.

USAF recordsshow 80 per
cent

attributable

to known phe-
nomenaor hoaxes,17 per cent
unattributablebecauseof insuffi-

cient
information, leavinga resi-

due of threeper cent.

The RAAFis a bit more help-

ful with its
information,relying

on US and Soviet space explora-

tionfor the
probability

thatlife
on any otherplanetin our solar

systemis not possibleand that
thereforethe only other source
of

intelligence

must lie beyond

it.

The RAAF pointsout that
the nearest visiblestar to Earth
lies some 25 million milesaway
and that travelto Earthfromit
at the best speedsknownto
Man (about25,000mph) would
stillrequirea journeytimeof
about 115,000years.

"Consequently, the pro-
babilityof

extra-terrestrial

life
formsvisiting Earthis ex-
tremelyremote",' the RAAF
claims.

Yet thereremainsthe fact
thatthe peopleon whoseevi-
dence Mr Herveyrelieshave
seen something,includingthe
farmer on Eyre Peninsula,

South Australia,who. reported

in May,1972,thathis entire

bean crop
disappeared

aftera
UFO had hoveredover the
field.

Unfortunately,

Mr Herveyhas
not advancedthe argument

much furtherthanthe stageit
had alreadyreachedand the
mannerof his

presentation

will
not persuadeotherthan the
dedicatedbelieverto wade
throughit. One of the

illustra-

tions, that of the so-called "sau-

cer pads"in Queenslandis
interesting,

but most of the
other illustrationshave often
beenseen beforein one formor
another.


